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Current status and advances in the diagnosis and surgical
treatment of tongue base lesions

WANG Jiasen, LI Jinrang, JU Jun, HUANG Dongyan
( Department of Laryngeal and Voice Surgery, Otorhinolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery Medical Division, Sixth Medical
Center of Chinese PLA General Hospital/National Clinical Research Center for Otorhinolaryngologic Diseases, Beijing
100048, China)

Abstract: The base of the tongue is a key anatomical structure in the oropharynx. The management of lesions at the
base of the tongue presents significant challenges due to the complex anatomy and critical functions of this region. This
review aims to summarize the classification of lesions at the tongue base, and discuss the current status, clinical value, and
technological innovations of core diagnostic methods such as endoscopy, imaging techniques, and pathological biopsy.
Furthermore, this paper focuses on the optimization of surgical ( transoral, transcervical, transmandibular, etc. )

approaches. The evolution of surgical treatment strategies is illustrated by innovations and applications in microscopy,

endoscopy, laser technology, low-temperature plasma radiofrequency knives and robotic technology.
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