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Complications and management of cochlear implantation

LIN Wenkui' ,SHI Qiangyou' , WANG Jing®, AN Fei' ,ZHONG Cuiping'
(1. Department of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery, the No. 940 Hospital of the Joint Logistic Support Force of the
Chinese People’ s Liberation Army, Lanzhou 730000, China; 2. Department of Gynaecology, the No. 940 Hospital of the
Joint Logistic Support Force of the Chinese People’ s Liberation Army, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Objective To summarize and analyze the complications of cochlear implantation ( CI) and explore their
causes, clinical treatment and prognosis so as to provide clinical reference for avoiding the occurrence of such
complications. Methods A retrospective analysis was made on the causes of complications in 497 cases (498 ears) of ClI
performed by the same surgeon in our department from May 2010 to April 2019. Results 24 cases had complications,
accounting for 4.8% (24/497) of all the cases. The complications included vertigo (n =9), subperiosteal hematoma
(n=2), infection or allergy (n=1), external auditory canal skin rupture (n =1), facial nerve (n =1) and tympanic
nerve (n=1) injury, death (n =1), otorhinorrhea complicated with intracranial infection (n =1), rupture of electric drill
bit to tympanic scale (n =1), local alopecia areata of implant (n =2), unimplanted electrode into cochlea (n =1),
magnet displacement (n = 2) and device failure (n = 1). Conclusion How to reduce the occurrence of serious
complications is still an urgent problem in CI.
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