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Reconstruction of defects after ablation of head
and neck giant skin malignancies

DALI Jie,ZHOU Xiao, YU Jian-jun, LI Zan,SHAN Zhen-feng, WANG Hong-han
( Department of Oncoplastic Surgery, Hunan Cancer Hospital & the Affiliated Cancer Hospital of Xiangya School of Medicine,
Central South University, Changsha 410013, China)

Abstract: Objective To discuss the methods and indications of reconstruction of defects after ablation of head and

neck giant skin malignancies. Methods Free anterior-lateral skin flaps of thigh, free deep inferior epigastric perforator
flaps, low trapezius and pectoralis major myocutaneous flaps were used for repairing and reconstructing defects of 17
patients with head and neck giant skin malignancies. Results Of all the 17 cases, 16 flaps survived completely, partial
necrosis occurred and got healed after dressing change in one. The follow-up duration ranged from 6 to 60 months. Of the
11 survivors, 10 were tumor-free and one survived with tumor. 6 patients died respectively from local recurrence, lymph
node metastasis, distant metastasis and second primary cancer. Conclusion According to the patients’ age, tumor

location and other factors, proper choice of right flaps for reconstruction of the defects after ablation of head and neck giant

skin malignancies may achieve good results.
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