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Selective or radical neck dissection for recurrent or residual lymph node
after radiotherapy in patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma

YE Fei, FU Min-yi, CHEN Guo-ping, XU Jian-hui, KANG Hong-jian
( Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, the Affiliated Zhongshan Hospital, SUN Yat-sen Uniwersity,
Zhongshan 528403 , China )

Abstract: Objective To investigate the effect of selective or radical neck dissection for recurrent or residual lymph
node after radiotherapy in patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma ( NPC). Methods 32 NPC patients with recurrent or
residual lymph node after radiotherapy received selective or radical neck dissection. Their clinical data were analyzed
retrospectively. The cumulative survival rate was analyzed by Kaplan-Meier method. Results  Selective and radical neck
dissections were performed in 23 and 9 patients respectively. The 3 and 5 year survival rates were 68. 8% and 40.2%
respectively. Conclusion Selective or radical neck dissection can improve survival rate of patients with nasopharyngeal
carcinoma who have residual or recurrent cervical lymph nodes after radiotherapy.

Key words : Nasopharyngeal neoplasm; Residual and recurrence ; Neck dissection
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