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Application of radial forearm free flap on reconstruction of defects

in head and neck after tumorectomy. Analysis of 24 cases

CHEN Xi, LI Jin-rang, GUO Hong-guang, YUAN Wei, LIU Ya
( Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Navy General Hospital, Beijing 100048 , China )

Abstract .

head and neck following tumorectomy. Methods

forearm free flap from 2008 to 2013 were involved in this retrospective study.

defects of palate, cheek, tongue, floor of mouth,

evaluated. Results

tempus.

The flaps kept alive in 23 cases with an overall survival rate of 95.83% .

Objective To analyze the reliability and safety of radial forearm free flap for reconstruction of defects in

24 patients receiving reconstruction of head and neck defects with radial

The flaps were used for reconstructing the
The survival rates and postoperative complications were

The total complication rate of

both donor and receiving areas was 12.5% . The vessel thrombosis rate was 4. 17% . Conclusion ~ With strict flap choice,

careful flap preparation, skillful vascular anastomosis and effective postoperative monitoring, the radial forearm free flap is

reliable and versatile in reconstruction of head and neck defects after tumorectomy.

Key words ; Forearm flap; Head and neck reconstruction; Tumor of head and neck ; Defect repair; Therapeutic effect.
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