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Diagnosis and treatment of sinonasal malignant melanoma in 22 cases

ZHENG Ming-fen, HUANG Jian-nan, LIU Hua-sheng, XIAO Ping, ZHANG Shen-hua, FU Xiang-jun
( Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, the Second People’ s Hospital of Guangdong Province, Guangzhou
510317, China)

Abstract: Objective To study the clinical diagnosis and treatment of sinonasal malignant melanoma for promoting
the survival rate. Methods  Clinical data of 22 cases suffering from sinonasal malignant melanoma were analyzed
retrospectively. According to staging criterion of AJCC 2010, 15 cases were at stage [ll, 7 cases at stage IV. Extended
resection of primary tumor was performed in all the 22 cases. Radical neck lymph node dissection was applied to 5 cases,
and upper neck region lymph node dissection to 9. All patients received immunotherapy. Postoperative radiotherapy and
chemotherapy were given to 18 cases and 14 cases respectively. Results Gross excision of primary tumor was obtained in
all cases. Diagnosis of malignant melanoma was confirmed with postoperative pathology. During postoperative follow up for
1 to 5 years, 20 patients died. The survival rates of one-year, three-year and five-year were 90% (20/22) , 32% (7/22) ,
and 9% (2/22) respectively. The most common causes of death were recurrence and metastasis. Conclusion The
prognosis of sinonasal malignant melanoma is poor. The preferred treatment strategy is surgical comprehensive therapy.
Neck lymph node dissection is necessary. Early diagnosis and extensive excision of primary tumor may improve the survival
of patients.
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